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Important Reports from Com¬
missioners of Accounts.

Grave Charges Against the
Fire Commissioners.

THE PARK DEPARTMENT.

Mismanagement and. Cor¬
ruption IinpLied.

LABOR QUESTION AND HARLEM FLAT NUISANCE.

TU» regular monthly meeting or the Board of
giderineu was Ueld yesterday. Toe repueiloan
members placed m contempt by reinslug to obey
the rulea of tbe Board again absented ttiem-

Ml»M«
THE LABOB QUESTION.

Alderman Relily offered tins fellowlng resolu¬
tion relative to laborer#' wages:.
Kwanlved That the wages 01 all unskilled laborers em-

aloveU in the several ilepartmeute of the city govern-Em'S i" sameu hereby tlx,-a at the sum ot $i
per uav ot eight hours, that being, by slate law. a legal
gav'» work.

IB offering tuts resolution Alderman Keillr
stated he had consulted several able lawyers on
tae subject. TUey hart informed lum that the
Board ol Aldermen had alone the right to direct
and regulate tne wages ol laborers on the puolic
worts 01 the city. Me (Mr. Hellly) had alio ques¬
tioned Corporation Counsel haiita in relation to

tke matter, aud a similar opinion was expressed
by that gentleman.
The resolution was adopted without a dissent¬

ing vote.
DOG ORDINANCE.

The ordinance in relation to the killing of dogs
taring the summer mouths was called up. but
mid over, as a sufficient number of members was

sot oressnt to pass It.
rHE CHABUE3 AGAINST THE KIBE COMMI38IONKKS.

It win be recollected that su mouths ago Mayor
Wickham transmitted to Governor TUden a sclied-
nle of charges against the i'lre Commissioners.
These charges have never been acted upon, and
were eased upon a report made to the Mayor by
me Commissioners ol Accounts, 'ihls report has
¦ot been published, and was yesterday sent to
Urn Board. It U as ioliows

BxactwiVk DsrASTWtWT. Cirr Hall, i
New iouk, Juneo*. 1374. S

To TH« UOROBAtLS TBI CoMMu* COUE01I.:.
aasTLEMEN.I herewith transmit for your information

a coiuuiuuicatlon irom the couiuiu«»iouer» ol accounts
in reterence to the

Mayor.

Bos Willi a.« H. Wickham. Mayor:.
,

mi- tic Co.iiintaeiotiers oi Accounts nre in receipt uf
I resolution A opteu oy tue Board ot Alderinen on June
i7 .ST>. winch resolution and tne preamble relative
iher&to Arc id til© loUowtQK icriUJi.

.v*ucre4*un me ilW» or .-epteiu&er, 1574, a retoluttoa
w»» adopted by tor Board utrecung tne t.oatmiaslouersS Accouuta to examiuo the accounts and manner of
transacting the business ol the rire Department, P*r-
lu U.ariv tit the purchase ot taaterial and supplies, anil
rne mailu* oTcontracu. and report, wttu auch augges-
u us an- recommendations aa wight be deemed oadu-
eive to th*- iiiiere-ia ol tbe city.which sanl report, alter
men examination had been made, wa. deposited with
ihr Mayor on or about tue idth ol December last, but was
lever iraus.aiiied to this Board; }*. lt therefore
..Bsssotvrd lltat <be Commissioners 01 Accounts ne,

ino thev are hrrebr reepecltuuy requested to trai.smu
to this board, u. tue next rtguiar iiieeiliig tbereot, tue
anginal or a copy o, the report, and '.ue result ol tne ex¬
am.nation tnen made by the Commlssionera nfAceounti
into the sittut oi tbe Hre Department, at ord-reu by
a.ss i.l PlsaitlllLlt All tit SCPt© ffiO.T ilia 15< lb

In iraiis'UiiuuR t« you a copy ot this report, for *uch
ac.ion u» v ou in your di.eretwu mav ueem proper, 1 ue-
nre i. ado a supplem-nvary report ol s->me matter* no.
tu.ly u-eateu therein; and al~> ol a. me other ...altera
anon which I eouid uot then obtain tu.. IntormattOO.

riusT.aauATio* to the pallei r tahte.
oeo\loii u-.oi the charter ot IR.'i, auu sectwu ml ot U*e

eba u r m is7-t. piovi. «-s that "No ui'-moer o: the Com¬
mon Council, head ol department cuiel of bureau, oep-
aiv tuereou or .-.era lAeiein. ..r oti.cr officer ot the t or
aeration stialifw-. directly or indirectly, interested in
toy cuntrac,. work, or business, or tne -ale ol any aru-
.1. ihe ripeine. price, or consideration ot w menusitd ?rom lbs etty treasury and sectloB UN'ot tUo
Utaf-w ot 187^. im lecUuD ol th« cli©< irr ol I4i3#tii I
fortti.-r provide that "Any officer of tne eiie govern¬
ment. ur other person employe lu its service, wno
sua. wi tullv violate,or cveuc siit ot tne provisions ot
th
*

.ecu or,*'aim i; any (rant upon the city, or con¬
vert an* ot the public property to las own use
¦i.-ii trf: ueenied gu.lty ol a misdemeanor, and. Mi addt-"on lothe pen.tusa impo«d oy law sl.at. i.rte.t b.s
nth,. II. tio.aiioti oi thes- provDions ol the law,
j o-oh 1- f'er.ey. who, prior to the pet-ag" ol Ibe cl.ar-
ter o 187 was . hiet r.ngiiieer ol tne department, made
in arrangement with "»« Am.waea* MauuiactonngCompany that in- r were to pay him »-'. "n '.^h,Uiey made lor tt .>ew tfn.k .i.o Department. .he
Sro receipt tor tne paymem oi tue ilrat instalment ol
.his royalty or percentage is signed oy t era-. A »>rr. the
s,t»r then and now au ettgiueer in me department, but
the unaei- audio* or orlgiBai ugrceineat w.»s made with

"l -uoiiDt aerewtth eoplei ol the receipts tor money
pa t on these raDe-. aa.t me correspondence between
th- Amoisrar t o upai.y And t .eir agent in Una city
iii^ffunto * A J#
a- -tsie i in origieat report, when Paliett made a

uini r 1 tin department dtM;*ra.d at. these
ra> fee upon whtca a royalty or Percentage Dart been paid,
tint u.1 -. tea s val.e. pat ..ted i.y '.lilwrt J. i.rr, r.n
im-rr an,. .-opertntendeii: ot the Kire Department lle-Ja.r Shooa. I .earu 'i.ar one-half interest in Uu» valve
i ts be-ii ass gued to one U. . Kerley, A hro her rrf ihe
aresluent oi the department, aad aucn aaal.nuient ia onlie in the I'atsnt otllcr.

**©03f|».*9 TO KWFLQTKn.
in th® r«D#rt o: l .74» wMWiict it wm®

i» to the cbaracterol several ol the employ-a oi the de¬
partment. Miice then I nave been lemishednwtiri an
oth. tai report Irom Uie pod e records, wnu h bears out
fUhv amy statement- previouslv maie. and a e -py of
wini-n report is u> rewlih ir..n«iniite<i for sunt action aa
you. iii your ud.ment, uiay ueem proper herem »n-

5m-"!*r»»TT*n or mi rvacNAao or ma ratxnt
UK1., ria* Lahbae.

I hereto anne* a . oat oi a communication which, as I
in, uiior--ed. was neiet-doie an since tne date ot iny
.revinu- report made to the hoard by WlttiasB B. Mutt#
Uieu aod bow iweretary ot ihe Boardi,'etui a Nsmvr-
.n um oi -uboequent prucee linss m the hoard w-itn
reiereace hi that matter thereto anne*ed and marked

\ venture to remara that the confessed enwttilngneaa
at the ipeBit-rrs ol the uoarit to proceed acatu-t *r.
Sins. 0} dertaring hta ..fflce lorieiWd. as by law re-
eulred -uggests a persona and uiisail-facti.ry motive in jtli- idividual members ot the Board ler tueir course.

'."""iDNlhSAT J. II'iWB. Commisstoaer of AccountA.
VKSORAJIUf*

Extracta from mmut-s of His Department, Anrti wt,
ffin.Corntnt -siotters I'erley and Ian M>'t present and
Commissioner Hah h abs» ni.

¦asoLt nova.
Krestdent Periey offers i the lo'iowln*i-

h._h_Kesoived. Ihat .tihiatn h. .Vhiie lie and he is hereby
removed irom o«»< e as erretarv irf t Bie » ommissl«;i his
answer to reao unoii w April i» no: being iaiisia. vory.
Lommlaatener Van ved that the rrniiu mn

la. iivr nsdl a fud meettu^ oi tbe Board. a:iu .bat a
ape< ia. meeting to take aen.m on uie ca«e ue called tor
' vs'io'-i* .« i»l -si.Coram .hp per Van C'ott voting In the
afflruisti.s anil i.'restdeut Kailay in tlie in-g*tive.
the otiesu-n was then tae-.. -n tne adopt ton of th*

inens.rt it wa« l..si-i r-id n Perlev voting in
Ihe aft.rmit., and » ..mmlaaloner '-an Colt in the nrga-

Tonimiasioner Van t'ott then moved that a special
meeuug becali' U lor fnrtay ro take scoo-t on the ro-

"ir*''-h A*a-r a ."¦-V'resitent Periey and Commie-
si. i.rr .an . a'l voting in th- affirmative.
nMNVA«T» r.aa da^Ap'ril" wT' 5

BfECIAl. MBHinG
Present.Prestd- nt Joeet-h I.. Terley. There heln* no

^'".eru"!""' IV B WHITE. Pecreury.
,c,il)r New Yo««, July IA J871

EiDi« to whom Mr. Periey aaslgnert nil
his "teres! in the seit-eiosin* vslve. h»s presented a hilt
fcr the helsnce turni-ti-pt NewlorB.aey twenty-one at
| ns pal i beio. e in king »l."R end iuy dun. aeCOUBt.
auiut »so>. wilt ah orb t. amonnt preUy near. Mr.
. .rr -pose to me eoese ume ago anont thta inafer. and it
w IS mr intention when ton return-I here from Phila¬
delphia, when last on to have a liusteo the matter with
yon and lis.- vott -end film a clieca lor the amount.L file me that it w.it to- s great coiivenlen' e to uave
t» tins wees, and unt-ss there i» some objection to my
l.ons so on vour i srt I prop. so pay mm. I w,n wan,
insi'v.i, s return mat. « tore doing so ins vat.es rour.t reinemiwr. w-re made and -en, her, with thu Un
flersisn i,iig that Xi> t er ey was to liave tapt- e. and
twenty one suit unpaid lof. .. he aays. and i thlna
correcuy. Volfl, trill.1 itAKIsi-.-. A. 1.1 r.-'

APoasr.o MserrA. rcsiso foerAWT,.
a .-rasw Agent,

(.'OPT 1 MAPCiirSTi e. N. II., July It, I 74 )

CtV»BAaw< -n,«".'' vour tayor ot the ltth. reterring to
.alineni el royalty on the regulating valveayf1' have ma.ie bnt torty ot these valves which have
t'lpeen -ent to New D,r« and we nave already paid on
. «t uie rorn tv ti.-Xo. which stv»- tne royallyaae'oii tourtePh. In duly, l*?i. to- New^ tor* Departi" ntwas.", arged with twenty ot thes- valves in rprtt-ff ift sitii «t and In trpt.niler. 1R7S, with nmr-II* fn Jens isix volt paid teesrs r*er -y A nrr i.'srt,
gnd m A pr.t. 1873. yoo paid Mm »«t Tours, miWty,

.Mfw York, April .'-o. I"i7.i.'C*pT.J imoMMI firmer CofTT inr,

tpotn <. A. Luc©.

uiti rece.pt Is » true copy of one on file in my office -
t. a. sisaw, Ageat Skw Toik, dnne 7, Wt^c"vcd
JT-w Ynrk engtnes »4I l.hKK J. Oi.H.

Th?i receipt It a frne copy of one on fit# in my office.-
E A .sTBAW. Ageni. Xrir Yori ,B|r |ft W74

Irom Amoskeag Manolac uring Cmnp.nr,.sVc' a t.mSlaci oent of royalty on ^li-Mt.n(
renei yalvea Beceleed paymon OJ, .(,Br j oRR.fa, hill* nr. trwe oopie.of those en file In my office.-
Ik A. et»Atr. Ageni

Nnr Tout, May W. 1876.
8rr»*i*T«irrE*T Oiomi W. Walli.i';, Mojucieal Policb,
Nkw Yoke
l>>]> Sib. Herewith please flnd report* on characters

Oi tba followingnamed persons, »lj.
>u. I.Joepb Summers, No. Id W.iverley place.
¦No 3.Jo-eph Wallace, No. is South Fifth avenue.
Six '.Albert i i«l.orne, No S'l Bond street
No 4.henry Kippeucott, No. 2 Amity street,

111 J. HenriNo. S.Nullum J. Bennett, No. 80 Hond street
Joseph Mumper* holds a position lit tlie Fire Depart¬

ment. lie I* a notorious gambling character and was
lormerly associated with one "Dolonel ilward M.
Carr," as a pur.u«r, and together the* "steered" men
Into the skin laro bsiik kept by "Tom ahead," at 6-9
Broadway. Summer* was also a par iter its the "bairay. couimers wasuUo a par iter in the "banco
game," lormerly kept bv Itackus and Furlev, down
town, and turn shed the money i$6n to purchase the
tools with which tin) gams wa- (Ir.st started. Backus Is
now in and .-oniuier* turnished th- money to pav
bis lawyers in en.lcavorjug to set blm nc [Ullted. He
lias a vorv bud repmatioii, and Is a ¦... lraqu*Utaf
of Ho. I Auutv s reel ana corner ot Amity street and
Cou,h Filth uveuue.
Joseph Wallace also hold* a position in the Fire De¬

partment. lie. too. Is u notorious "steerer" tor a skin
laro batik, and formerly run lor "I'oui Sliedd's" game,
S'J Broadway. He plied his vocation as "roper in'
while holding his position in the Fire Department, lie
cagi nc found at No. 2 An lty street.
Albert Osborne, but whose correct name Is Albert

Oereau, was born in Brooklyn, and hold* a position in
the ue Department Daring th« war he received an
appointment n* paymaster's elerg In the armv, and in
thill position was a "defaulter" to a large umount ot
monev, was arresied for the olfence and confined lor a
long time in ifie jail at Norfolk, Va. lie is also a skin
game sfeerer, an cun be found at No. '2 Amltv street
Heurv l.ippeucolt Is tiDollier party who 14.' or was, in

the fire Depxr-meuf. He I* a notorious "steerer" lor
"skin laro gatne.*," and lormerly steered lor Tom
Miedd's csine (sstn 1. 6S9 Broadway: ('hurley Oatmau'i
skin vaiue, liM Broadway: John Haley's skill i.-auio, ri.iM

the cue keeper" in the former skinBroudwav and was HPi
game ot Dick Mar-that the corner of Broadway and
1'riiice street.
He ha* a very unenviable reputation wren among

gambler*, and wa* lormerly encaged in "steering" lor
"banco and skin games" while hoidlug his position in
tile ire Department. He also 1* a constant visitor at
No. 2 v mry street.
.Vidian J. i lined held a position In the Fire Depart-

num. and ..uring »uoti time billowed hi* vocation of
" capper," "roper in." and steerer" for a skin laro
bank." lie also I* a daily visitor at *0 2 Amity stree'.

111.- above partle* eomposu one "gang.' aad are tuned
tor their hunt reputations, ti*bornc probably having
tne worst. 'I h« saloon at no. 2 imiti street, kept by
"Uarry Keatinc," l» the headquarter* ot them all.

1 ru Ing that thi* report may meet with your approval,
1 am, very respectfully. <

11 K.N BY I'. MAKLuW.
New Yoga. April 23. 1375.

To the Hoxohadlk tmk BoiHii or rial. ConNlsaioNBBa
Or..vTLgxk.v-In reply to your rcsolution directing ni" to

make a return to you in w riting ot "all the particulars
in Hie purchase t j certain patent for aerial, flying and
bridge ladders, without the knowledge or consent ot ihe
Commissioners, and of th* pari taken by me in eaul pur¬
chase ol such claim or patent." 1 beg respectfully 10 sub¬
mit the following statements.
Un the Kith day 01 .-September, D-74. I entered into an

agreement to purchase iroin Nlr.*. Scott l'da tli* letters
patent oi ihc L lilte d Slate* and -.rcat Briiaiu 111 the
aerial, living and bridge ladders.

1111 September 12. 187h 1 paid Mrs. Scott Uda tbe sum
of $5.. v*J. a ud on eptciuber 17 the sum of $lu,ui).i. a* re-
i|0irea hv tbe provisions ol said contract, and 011 Ihe
next day an agreement wus delivered to uic by her.
un September 35, eight days alter the nuul payment

ibove mentioned. 'he warrant of the city ot New York,above
id pavmcni tor tho richt to tnanulnetiirr and use, ror
municipal purpose* on'y, the said Invention, wai deliv¬
ered bv Mr*, Scott I'd.1. bv her attorney.*. ilireo davs
thereaiter.tbat is, on .-sept- mticr 28.I received from
Mr*. Seott Uda the sum of J>i5,'jUU, and on October 10 th«
addltiontal t>um 01 $6.124 89 In lull for all moneys re¬
maining 111 her po-se**.oit uil-r payment ot ouietanding
ohligatious (by h*r ma le dependent upon tne collection
of the claim n.-.1111*1 the city; accompanied by the fol¬
lowing .statement :.

BgCKIfTk
September 35. amount ot claims against the city
of New York $.'5 WD 00

Interest ou same 1.U74 39

Urrn a or rug t'oaaissioaag* or Acrwrrr.*

Total $.6.(174 39
disovussna.tTs.

September 28, urmsby A Shaw. lor professional
services $3,500 00

September 2$. F. N. Dtckcrson. as retainer in
uuu and the patent involved therein 1,0;*' no

.-eiitc-iuber 2H. pan W. 1). White 15.OJ0 00
October lu, Legyett A Keggett, for services in tne
matter o; search 4'JO 00

Incidental expenses «... 4J .Ml
October 10. paid W. B. White, to balance account 6.1:4 89

Total $28,074 39
MAKY BKLLC &CUT1 UDA.

N'ew York, October 10.1874.
it having been further verbally agreed that I should

purchase mr .adder truess brought 10 this country tor
txhibliion. in caee such sale met the approval ot certain
lutrreste.t parties abroad, on November 20 I paid Mm
ocott l'da. a> p*r such agreement. $I.UM On December
14. PCs. i also paid her $aJU lor a certain improvement
made i.v her alter in* issue ot the original pat ills. From
tne above account* it Hieret. r«- result* that tlie total
profits derived by me troui the purchusc ol tlie above
pat-Mite were $4.o24 89.
You will perceive bv this statement that the above

was ihe pur u.i*e ot the inrcntiou. together with all Ihe
patent* on it ta ttM two countries meg tinned, an not
the simple purchase ol the claim against the city of New
York.

1 do not feel called upon by rour resolution to reiute
th.- charges made again-t the Commission or myself ojr
a poruo-i ol ihe public press, yet i wi 1 recad to your
recollection the tact thai the contract 011 which this
claim against the city was based wa* concluded, a* you
ar-- aware, in ibe uieetinF of your Houor.ible iloaru ot
February 11. i874. and the hill transmit:rd lothe Finance
J-wpariuient by your order for p.ivjnrut on rel.ruary
13.that is to say, seveu months before this project of
sale on the part of Mr*. Mutt da. wl.i--h lact ot nse.f
excludes any intention to unduly tntiuencr in uu own
tavor or 111 that ol the Commission tne pavmcni br the
..it* oi this claim. A warrant lor payment had. nop .1,
been drawn In ihe 1 oiiip.roller, and was c<iunicr.*igncd
by in* Mayor some time in the mouth ot May ; but 11 was
wliti he hi irom me claimant tor reasons not ussigued.
some months later, the Comptroller still strenuously op
p.. log the painn-nt. suit was instituted, with every
prospect of ..a iu .cun.te proloiigatioii. Under these
rtreumsfancee, Wri .-cott Uda, desiring to sril. ihe pur-
rhOM was ma le I.v n.e witi. a view to obtaining poa-
.^wn-.n of a putem I believed to be ot value. The then
peiii'.mg alio unsettled claim auainst the city, a* you win
set- b) referring to the agreement.agreement, assign¬
ment*. and receipts were submitted to the otntmsekon
1 r».we* not .. ana Hie -ub'eet of any special mention or
arrangement. I ut, liar various other negotiations more
or i«»" a.ivancru m o.her clues, uafurady ana iiieinabiy
came Into my pswesa.isn Willi the p iteuta. Subsequent
to try purcha*.' 1 carefully retrained from atempt.tig,
directly i.r nnlirrctu. to iiifliicic . tbe paymeui 01 the
sain.- 1 he claimant had ruiae.l tier negotiation* with
th Hre Department; the contract had lorn stipulate J
at the rxac, ;ig.ires afterward paid, and had received
every otn, ial audit ana formality wtncu the t omiui*-
elou or I. a* it* secretary, cou.d give *. vrn inotuh* tie.
l ire t .v offleiai relations with her were ended -be
wss at Uir tint ol tny purchase engaged in a litigation
with he Fiuan. e i»- panmrnt. wtncu precluded any
interterence on in.r part cfticUlty or otherwise.

I knew nut snow ol no law forbidding m* entrrlng
as a pr.vate citizen into a transaction in which mv off.
rial influence and duiy were no longer conrernt-iL and
1 did not. therefore feet that I wa* violating anv official
obliuauoii to the Commissioners in enuring into Hie
at-ov oii'lnsis contract "without their knowledge or
touaenl "

1 .m-' l-n* that the eft*- ha* not lost one dollar by my
action in the premise*, abd leeilng that your honorable
KOaiUiaalotl has bOOU in no way c >inproiMl*ed t.v ihe
*an-e, 1 no i.ot feel called upon to offer si.v apologies
for a «tep Uken. to Die be.t ,,{ mv I* lief. Ill the rnu.cly
leg.1 ms e e\erci*e of my rignu a* a privale oilizen.
Ko-pectlUlly »UbiulDed, W'll.l.lAM B. Wilire..

rrrrs 1
33 Unseaaa .-Tut-r. nkw lull. Dec Jh, 1*74.1

Hon. essiai. h. if. V*ycr. kamroi fhe eity of Sttf
York
ma .. pon the 16th ln*f the ('oTnmi«vif>ner*of Accounts

received from you a communication in w hich you ie
i|ue*t, 11 the report ot the orumisslonrr* ou tlie iuv- sti-
gst.oii u.ad- by them re.atnig 10 llie Fire D partment
*a-.mi;.,'i'd t ial the .an." t.e iraruin.l'e.l to you.
li.e tnvesug .Hon r-frrrea to in thi* riitnmuiiiralion was
proceeded with 111 coin|.li«i»<'v with a resolution unani-
inoii*ty adopted ov B ar ol Ai.termeii 011 the loth of
.seut-inner a*i. whin. re»oluuon and relative preamble
was 111 ihc follow nig terms:.

Where.is. ft i* alte, e . mat grave irregularities exiet
in the tnanagejiient 01 tbe nusiiiesa of the Fire Der'art-

11 taforedtne .!,*.! if e.| per-ma r. .I.v.- *. of 'he
t'omntiaaioncre and others, are engaged in furnishing
¦a erial* aad sapplle* wi.lo.ui a., oppoituutty Imhot
given lor > oiiiD-iiliwii. a* |>ro*i.|ed bv taw, .1111 thai the
exp Uses ol tn« department arc in ;i*e,jii-h. in
crease I enormuusly troui year to tear." t.e 11 therefore
"he olvnt. That fhe t oinmivstoiier* of Ac- ..unis fat

and are hereby directed 10 exsnnu* (he ac-oant* and
manner ol tramociitig he tinsim *- of tne Fire Depart¬
ment n< this ft*, perttcularl* in tlie purehas* m n.a-
terfsis and supp te*. the making of c .nCrarts. and report
thereon to tine Board at Uieir earnest coiivroiea. e. lo-
gsff.er with such sag.estion* and recom itendatlons ea
they ma* deem 111,lie ive In Ihc ioMPMla Of Ibta e.tv "

iheiluiynf ...aging 11" .n»'st.tatiuii .-ipured by int*
rs.. Ill r e.i le oil i>J 'I.IJ I oiiifltl-s.o .ere of Ar-
counts 011 the undertigne'l. The exannnati-.n hsa l.een
a - ru le ! t.e owing principalis 10 tl.e dilflcalty eg-
p-rieu. » ... iraeina .«....* 1.1 1 .<. matter- up.. which I
con-ldered it necessary to have full iniorina.ion.

rtasT, ss To Tilt rcucitass. or scppLfBs.
The pract. ut the »'parti:.ent 1* ror each of the en¬

gine cmnpau.es and bureaus of th" department to mak*
mutual..n upon tbe < otiiititasiotier* for thre* mr.nt .*'
sugpli's required br such c-i»ipan> or bureau, w hicli
re-inissl m. alter passing tiirouvh the liands of the
Cotn.iut'ioners i* tr.instaitte 1 t.r tnein 10 the -aperin-
lei.denluf supplies, and. in *<. fat a- ihe ,.imr is an

prove t.v the t'ouimisaiouer*. llie *i>pert..ieui|ent
tuake- th-- purrttase de-lred. Op an examination 01 tbe
duplicate tnl * on tb" with the general bookkeeper ot
the department it *«ti(l apt-ear as it me per h tee*
wer> made ... c-.iupiiaue- wup aw. Put the laet really
ia that 111 making u.ese b'trchs »* n rtfarl was paid
to tl.e pro'ill-ltious and le-trlcti-m* af the charter
1 he» provisc.u* nave been persistently "vs.ted in tlie
pur naar« made by the department -ince ihe present
< on.iiii-'ioners entered upon tlie-l-ities ot tlie.r office,
on the i:ttn Jay of May. .*73, a 1 the gitpplloa or ibe ie-

pertinent ot feed, hav, oaia an straw havo
.,e< n pur--based ot J. >* right, of Forte-
ninth e* re e! and Aecnn-I avenue. Mr. Wright
i*s nrotaer-tn u*o' tbe I'resident .-i ihe departm--nt,
vtr eriey. I ne supplies < 1 lee.i, ..at- hay an I straw
require 1 lor the asi hor e< in thai department ha* i.een
ex en*ivr bu: no c-mtract was made i.v the department
whhMr Wright, a* the harier prnvid-s and irquire*
Tne teed, osta, hay and straw is ordered hy tl.e -..iar-
int. ndeut of Mipplie* by wrltt»-ii »r..er. wblcb spe"ifle«
the quantity ol eacu 10 be inruiahed during the month
ensuing "orach engine company *. bureau

1 b" *'ii-er.rite .dsni represent-.alihou/u noae of his
written order* tbat 1 h*v« eeen in tli» poeo ssioo o- Mr.
Wri.ht b- sr so upon ti.eir fact.that Ike tecJ, hay, oats
ann straw to be aunplted were to he 01 tne l.e t quaittr,
and stan-iar weight and measure, ihe feed. hay. oats
and stra-* or-iere-f .* d-liverrd at the various engine
houses. Ac., by Mr W right, on *U"h da v and hour as ne

iuajr "le-'t >he 100*1 And oats are del.re en in naga,
an i the na* and straw tu nale*. 1 lie person who te
cives me delivers .ten* a ii"ket lor so man* bacv of
1* 1 and oata. and *¦» man * goiiuoa ot hay an-l straw.
he nanaoerof bags of feed aim oeta, an. ol pound* of

I.a * and stfsw, are written in tin- uck't t." Mr. itnght.
and ihl. is tbe tfrget which i* signr . by the person to
whom the delivery Is made at the engine house of
bnr.-au.

.her* are no fa- ilitic* provided at anv ot the engine
lion-- a to enable anv per* >n th- re in charge te lent the
acniricv ol the weight, and no person i» in-lructed with
th- .mv ->t *" nig luai III" leed letlrered »a ot Un qu.u-
lty -.r iamiard rcqu:r" 1. -.r 'hat th" liar e-td a'raw are

h" qua.ity ..ad weight fepreaented. This, r*rtattily,
is s - - in of uienafeinent of tli- lariiis'ni.g -,i supplies
not red 1 tabie to Die .epartm- atf it l"*v.-» an opportu¬
nity 1 .r n.r .Htni<-torto d< nvcr int. rior bo»ci« an of
less t*"ig!>f m-i uieasnre than r*-*juIr"¦«». and when it la
on*ntere'i tout to- contractor in tht* «*e was a n- ar
reU u e ot th-- preai.lliig ofllc- r of the department. It
Would Pe easily seen bow effectual!* the subordinate*
weie stlen. as to *-hat tb#v might see »r stisaee; in
retail 11 to tltoa¦ supplies, that the tystem li*« h-en
l« pteju lieial to tne Interests of th- lty is evidenced
hv tie action ol IU4 men in cl.arge
ot mi. er-.r|n* company to wn "h Mr. Wright
ou ti.e iilth ol epteinher lust sent in the o*uj| manner,
.n tlie order nl Hie Mipsrinten fent ot !*np|.|.e«, ten hag*
01 oata and eight l-ag- ol f»"« itic att-piefo x-nirit
pre- .sited on the part ot th-- men, led In tio-lr lar.ipg tl.e
oat* and feed, in the absence of the foreman, t.. wn- re
it wa* weighe'.anff found T<» tat' cotislderainy short.
he ten bag* -.1 oata eught t-. hav.- contained eighty

pound* t<. each bag an-l when it was neighed it was

loiu.d to tall short ahutit l$0pound*, eiual to two t.afs
on a delivery of Da bags.

1 tit eight bags 01 Mbd ongh* «" >>*va car-ujel aixir

pound* eaen, and the aenctencv w»» nuna 10 tie eqnai
in two bass on this delivery also. he matter became a
subject, the talk la rcierance t<> which reached the of.
llclaUof the department. kill the result wu that Mr.
Wright. wnlim twenty day*. rent two ban of outa and
two liaise III teed to supply the defl'ieitby.

1 hie einitle illustration n sufficient to suggest what
through a pcrtoil ol eighteen iin<uth<t tnav have tiecn
snflercd by the city in t!>« purcha-e ot Une contractor ot
He.I, oat*. hav an I straw.

.No check le permitted at any ol' the enislne hous-s.
No measure token to test the quadty anil wrltsht ol the
goodsUelivercil. anil, upon Mr. Wright's representation
alauc. these btlle are certified by tlic Cuininis-ieners uml
irau-imueu on >uch certification to the Finance De-
HI M»»hl

in addition to the opportunity thus aftorded to and
taken .idvautaae of by Mr. Wright as to ihe supplies
luriushcd by him I have found, alter a careiul inquiry,
not only among teed merchants in the nty, but also one
ol our tnott pi omiurnt niercautilo ilims. who require In
their business nearly 100 horses, that til" price - charged
and paid to Mr. Wright are upon an average lit lee u per
cent in t-xceas of the ruling market rates lor the period
stated.
other supplies, such ae telegraph wire, poles. Ore

hose. Ac., were purchased by the dtpartmunt In large
quantum-greallv tit uxceaa In value ol Che uinouut al-
iewi-d by law and the bills for the same were subdi¬
vided in amounts so a> to reprcsnnt the purchases as
lees ill value than il.UUo.
Ureal irregularities exist In the matter ot repairs In

tne engine house. Ac.
In this, thai irom February 18, 1871. down to the pres¬

ent lime,-all the painting tor the department ha- ueen
done by a person who is not now nor ever has been a

painter. He is a man of unenviable notoriety in this
community.

1 ne monopoly of the painting business of the depart¬
ment has been secured to him, ami his hllis contain
marges tor tl.e raw material MOM to twetin five per
cent liiglmr 111 hi tne market rates while lite quantities
cliargea are largely In excess ot what was required for
iiny aperitif work. Willi so nianv men In the employ¬
ment oi the department who have leisure sufficient upon
their hands unit capacity certainty equ il to tins la vorod
moiiopolia there is no justification in the ( ouiuilssiuu-
cr- ot tin: department employing this individual at all.

tile repair simps in l-.li/.aiif tn street are managed by a
chiet ei oaiialloii, called Mipe.rtnti iKlen t. Mr. (filbert J.
err, and be has under hint about sixty men, lnc.uiling
loreniaii and ciera.
The ntnjurit.v ol the supplies used by the Fire Depart¬

ment, excrpt teed. coal, telegraph supplies badges. Ac.,
are neither consumed by or pass uirougli this bureau.
Tln-ae supplies ate eu'.ered lit a book lor thai purpo-a.
but only as regards the quantity received, uot the cosi.
ho means Is laaeu to a-ceriaiu. and no book* are kept
showing the actual coet of repairs on any specific work.

It is impossible to see how the department can arrive
at any suns,u lory result as to the proper oouduciof
this branch of the department.
tu tile course el my investigation 1 learned that some

time in the early i>art ot l-?J Joseph L. 1'erlev, then
i hist engineer, and now I're-iduut of the department,
auil iinbert J. itrr. then engineer, and Uow superin¬
tendent ot ihe repair yard In Elisabeth street, tiled a
caveat in the Patent Office for a patent tor a relict valve
tor a -team tire engine, aud otic koliert fallen then and
now an engineer In the Fire Dcpartm nit, t wo months
later tiled an auplioauon lor the same valve, claiming
il a- Ins original invention. I his led to a protracted
contest before the Patent office. Hie matter was
brought up liemre tne preliminary examiner, unit upon
tus decision appealed to the Hoard ol hxAuiinrr--ln-
I'tiiet by MttM Parley ami Orr. ana npon their Oe-
clstjit appealed to the > oiitmisslouer ot Pateitfs. wtio,
on the J.th ot March 1874. tn deciding the mutter, con¬
cluded his opinion ns tollow-"Pallell was first lit Itie
office witn a caveat and tie drat constructed tne inven¬
tion sol applied it to uo. ami It-operation w us wit¬
nessed with rum men latiou !>y the other artle-. i erley
¦aw it tu July. 1870, on i-.ngiue .No. is. i tie Honr-l re¬
mark there is nothing to -how that l'erlpv had u-.y part
in the work ol invcniion. anil In argument I .tin asked
tu ignore the claim to Joint invantioiiship by Perlcy and
(<rr. Hut I am constrained by tlio testimony to go suit
further and ignore the claims ot Orr, even as a sole in-
vemor."
During this controversy before the Patent Office, tne

Aiuoskvag Mahtttucturiug Company, of Manclieater, V
11., made and lurnisheu to the Fire Department several
ol these valves. Ilicae vaives are not tn u-e bv ihe de
purtment, but a valve is now u-ed pateuted bv (iilhert
J. orr. one ot these parties, under date of May IP, 1874,
and tne valves tu controversy have been discarded.

1 deemed it essential to make a lull uud thorough in¬
vestigation of th.s matter, and 1 learned that, pending
this litigation before tne Patent office, and while the
matter wai tiudcctded. Mr. Perley made an arrange¬
ment with the atuoekeag Company bv which he was to
receive $50 each tor every valve sold to the F'lre Depart¬
ment. claiming il as his Invention.

1 learned that forty ot these valves had been delivered
to the .-ew lork Fire Department, but uot siampau as
being tne invention of any person, ana upon these
vu.ves, April ISO, 1873, Messrs. Perley A Orr were paid
SeUJ. on June 7, 187.1, orr was pai l g.'kM, and on July
Id 1874, orr was paid 97t>l, claiming that rcrley nan as¬
signed bis interest to hint, making a total payment of
$j,non bv the Atii-wkeag t oiupanv on forty valves, the
wnole costo! winch, including the royalty, amounting
to 8.1.4m, leaving $i,44d the uiuount the Amoskcag i om-

pany received, in April, JSi4, Paitctt ina-e a claim
uuder, as he claims, bad advice, lor excessive
damages. the aepartmrnt then abolished all the
valves that had hee.it paid for. aud ui May 19,
1-74. (filbert J. Orr was awarJed a patent lor a relief
vslre of -miliar nature and the one now in use by the
department, it will p- noticed thatthelast pat mi nt by
tne ,-moskeag Company was two months alter the de¬
partment had abolished the valves aud about tour
months alter ihe Patent Office hart decided that Mes-rs,
i eriey an t Orr liurt no claim in tne original valve.
I'pon the adoption ot tne orr valve, fallen then com¬
menced a suit in the United taies Circuit t ourt. tor iu-
triiigeineiit of iit.4 patent mid ci.u-ning damage*. This
sun is now p< tiding and -iie-tal counsel has been re
tained to nett nd it on the part ot the city. It will appear,
tlierciore. that the city lias paid lor tho lortv valves
heretofore relented to. and to which Messrs. Perley A
i >rr had no ctnlm at inventor*. aud has involved it-elf m
litigation, the result oi which ts*yct to be determined.
me price paid tor the Orr valve* now in u-e by the

department is excessive, tney costing ,n« department
about $;»> each, aud can be furnished lor lev than oue-
han ilie nisi. iJnbvri J. orr us- also another patent tn
ue. br the dvpariinent, called the f.iupir Dikirtbuimg
.Nozxte. and -old in the department for $UK) each ity ji. u.
Ililtoti. oi tin- city.
.he model* tor this invention, I am Informed, were

ma is tu ihs repair shop; snd without entering into the
invriis ol this Invention, tor wfttcii u great rt»al it
claimed bv the inventor. I am constrained lo sav that,
from informs ion received, these uox/.les can be manu¬
factured. giving a good profit, for une-hait the price
paid by the department.
these valve* and nor.xles, I am informed by the Su¬

perintendent ol Mippbea, are net purchased by dim.
tn ertillcale on the niiu on file in the. depart¬
ment a« to the correctness ot cost being made by the
inventor.
mi" of the orr vanes W»I piacei on tn rnim« in

:i>, nor i. » onii., by the foreman oi th* reuair shops,
wlin was framed leave of Ubaence lor Win purpose by
the Inventor (the ¦uprriiitrniieni , drawing Ills salary
iri.ra ; .. cuy wiuir n» »i< awa.r. I have also saoer-
tatued Unit one ol these valves he* |,e* n ten I Ui Chicago
ami sup ie<t in an engine. and its adoption recommended
i.) one ni ihp lire Commissioner*

>H0JH.in in aMrtOTKS.
in compliance with ran;ion lud. chapter 835, Uwio!

1-71. I han iii.nl* an examination in:., th* uutiea ol the
.;n|iliv .' <" the ir part in nt Several ol iti.»" appointees
ho d mere gtnecure*. ..thrr appointees nre well Known
iaraci*rs m a mlling tin r. ver-e 1.1 honest and honor-

»'|||\ 1 shall IIP KiB.1 In communicate to von pel s-nally
...i Hip lap in . liare ae. *rt»nie I in reference In l ii* uist-
iri Aimlhrr mt> improiirr appointiiiein wa« thai ot
t IP waieiinitti Hurt. Ill th* Hid ridge a'.rret paint shoo,
wlin win convicted souic tell nays-Ibc# In th-i ouri of
. .ptipr.il spmann nt th»a city ann a-tilrnend to ilium
rours" imprisonment in the Mat* risou. I hi-man tiad
jrpil.u-ii oeen couvicw-d, ami was a terror to ail who
k tie w him. He wra» allowed in muni lis p. sltion .|
trust, «inie hta character was vrcii known and ailur he
had Iippii indicted lor manslaughter. I In- character of
flips* and other sppcintun at- Is .<. w. II known ih.it it Is
to .*¦ hoped, * it:, a vn iv to tne ; uh ir interests, that thw
not iriPiy thus men Ui-m in an oill ual manner, and in*
atienti. ii thus dire" ted m ti.e ireneral pin I act ot the de¬
partment, < >inr ' .ni.-at improvement «n he adopted
tenor* the en ire ior. e become- demoralized, a- it seems
must :... ;ti' result it this suite ot aOair-continues.

riiiHn.at to raori iitv.
At the .'.-iilral nfflr«. ,n Mcrenr str< .¦;, itier< is a prop-

eric ch rk w hose outy H i< to keep a record m nil prop-
in returns.in other words sunk on haim.-huwliig

thi diaposition ol Hie property, whether condemned,
ii-e.t oi ou hand, every three months, atr inrnrd in
hoii ir..in |he different engine companies auil bureaus,

i!r*«> reiiim- are made oniy as reuards .|uan:ines on
hand ami Hot the cast, in* clerk Pi.nuensea these
propero returns Into it book for this purpose, showing
in appropria column* the gros- quantity ot an artn-io
on nanu in the department every three mouth*. t mm
an examination »l the pr .pert' hook a« u-e by the
present department I learn*.I that n l». Wnrphv, w ho
w i- their property Clark during iny examination, ai d
slno* remove... Uctoher IT. ha, made up Ihe hoOsS
I-out the inarier endina June To. I«7». to the last quarter
oi Ins i ear. io. wniuli he had r, in rue.
Mr Purphv wi- only appointed on Deeemler 1J,

187.1, and tner*lore Had to go Ouck eeven maiitn*. beitut
a iwr.oii wlie.i he » as not employe I hi the departmetlt,
IO maae up th . account. It he ha: commenced th- .n

oant th*n hat l learned also that this book was not or-
oeii- t lie made nun Mae h. 1871, ..ml vsa- not ilellve. *d
loth- rin [<i parira. nl until the2I*tot May, l-i, s., that

e I'roperty te.-k had In wait until twelve in untie
aimr the boo* should hare lie**. commenced to write IS
up. I also leai .ten the tin propcriy iiooa ot ihe pre-
ci In,a Hoard is minting, and no explanation can ho
given for Its absenoe. vatnia l>o<ik was the only record
ot ttie eu.eis on hand. Kivinf the disposition ,.i the prnp-
ern at every quarter. except the -cverai returns here-
tolore spoken o »s mane In detail by the romp ,nles and
hureaUs. us aliaanec iroui the Ue.pariineni is a matt*r ot
eorne import-nee.

Ii Will b- seen from the foregoing that no complete
property rer ird wis kept tir the department |,,r ,m*
ye ir after Ihev rims Into offlee, >nd lt is difficult !, -si¬

ll,lis any correct return could l,c kept in the absence of
th- old ka
mi lebruary 11, isTtl the oil Hoard purchased thtrty-

fnur .National Arc exttugulabura MSCOeach auioiinilng
tobl.ftsi which, together wttn tho-. alrei ly in the de-
partun nt, made ahonl ninety cxtinfaishers. t; .e .am
a period as July, IS7A charge* were purchase 1 hy th ;

present department for ihe-e extinguishers, and in .lan-
nare ie,s. :in% t..ur were eondemneu and soid at auc¬
tion for a haul $2raeti- fbeac idly four *rr. p irr ia«ed
either in i.*.<W or i-;n, but It wonid app-ar lhat about tne
lauar part oi l*7l. ..r early nart ol Is7t, the ihirti i,,nr
.h ii had tieen purcha-1 i during the \ ear were also con¬
demned and turned into the Kepair iam, whe.e seven-
te ii them now ore, and six ar» a.id to lie in Writ-
cn . er use as iresli wa'.-r tanks on the engines and
the balance, i.ave been cut up lor trunmtnas on I lie poles
..I the hooa and .adder wagons

It tne flttr tour tnat were r ..ndemned and soi l l»«te I
Iroui 18 9 to ilW t woakl seem a- u the thirty !«Ui pur-
Cliased m I-.'', should have lasted as Ion:: Itie-elaat
eitineuisher- were all niexel plated. Shu i am imnrinea
weri ii up with great are lor uie oepariuient nut in
piu. e ot ail these exnngiililiers tin depirimen! were
.II) |I led with the Its' cork eitingiiisher.a preinitteat
Ottuia. the eompsnv whien supplies them being a
brnth'-r ot the l*ri*»t lent of th* department H. -p*ei
lull* submitted 1-1 l>> A V J. Ilbki..

nr.PAviThi or yrit-xTS.
i orporatlon t onnaei ."*umn *»n In acutnuusi-

cation rf.asivs to tee run passed t<j tne last i.eois.
it tire regulatlux tne repnving of streets. He seta
lor hi tat points of tne iaw as empowering mo
Heard ol Aldtriaep to diracl ttia repnyitin of cer¬
tain an 'ft- on reeominaniiation oi in- romirn«-
aioner or I'uolic Wurss. five bun ired inouaanii
ooilsri ran stone u- expsaded in tn* lirat jmsr
for ima purpose, io ue ai,|iro(.riai*d to the
I»"l ar-meni of imbllc Worts bv tne Hoard
ot I'.eiioiaie and Apportionment. It appears n ar
tnia appr ipriatiou cannot na mude -.< n- to go
Into operation beiore next yeai. Mr. ftrn it a rec¬
ommends an examination of th* s ihjeei, in order
that nnc*i»en<|ed tmlaneea of ol Iter departments
may he transferred m mediately ami applied to
Hie repavmg ol m- -u--

r it/ .ion v roRTKh a sr tt:i hari.t vt ki.stis.
ouniiuissioper of Pontic <.<ks oner sent in

Hi- .oiiiiw.ng coumnnioaiion to toe Hoard on tne
ii.iricu) flats nui**Qu#t.
101111- llownsasta no Hussd or A. n»a*ra
i<awTi>.«*s I ha»e tne honor to a-knowledge !h* re¬

ceipt i,i the resolutions adoptr I ny your rionuraola
Hoird ni the 17th mat, rei|tie-tin* me to ¦xamine the
work "I filling and draining the liariemil if- done an
del my predaceeaor. mid lo 'iiu-e «u n udili.idaal iiimig
m- in i i' my op mien, he required, tn be done imme¬
diately also to confer with Die Rnardot iienim wnh
the new ..I cniiipeiliuf proper:) .. vn. r< lo illl U)i U»» .r
Ioia Is a grade to be adopted b) this oeiiartmen and to

take measure* te inspect th- tied rurai'Mge of tbe dis¬
trict. and lo Improve it M neresenry.

fhe lulcee.i ol improving the -ohdiilnn ol Ins low
lands bet - een 1 orknile ami Harlem tins engaged my
attention and that Of th* engine. r« nt thtfflepai talent
tor .n:ii" time pa«t- aad the resqlr et <mr laveatlgatlrtUg
and a-m eeennaa wnh the Uommiagiwiiars el tbe lleallb

department wa» the recommendation contained la my
letter to till Honor the Mavor, dated 10th mat., ana
tranamttted i»y hlia to you for the adoption of ordinance!
directing the (liltiu and dmilium ot tour aeparate »eo-
11 on - oi land covering .ill tti i work neceaiary to lie dona.
All w,.ri\ to be done tor the improvement ot theee lan.ia
will have tube paid trout the proceed * of aeeewroient
ti.mis and »iii be awetwil upnu the property hasanted.
Your ai mm by ordinance may be neceeaarv to legalize
the a**ea*nii-iita and to meet the objection* 01 the
Miuince tieportincoi to the payment ot any expettdUhre
nnleea legally until .rued bey,ml technical cavil, lu
order to occur* In advance the necoaaarjr inauirial lor
riIuuk I hai< advcrtiaeii tor offer* ol clean earth In that
vicinity, nad hate received unite « number from prop-
crtv owuet < w 11 line in give aurpfa* eurtii to the Cltv 'tee
ol charge; bui I will be uuanle to avail mv«cit ol theaa
offer« uiuil uuthorUed to incur the ueceaaary expeudl-
tures lor hauling, Ac. Very respectfully,FI /. JOHN PORTER.

Commissioner of Puolle Worka.
Consideration ox tho communication wax laid

over.
REPORT A8 TO MANAUKMUNT OP TOE PARKS.

The Coumiiesloners oi Accounts sent in the lol-
lowtuq report ax to the management of the 1'arE
Department, which was ordered printed:.

Orric'K or tut Commission'th* or Arcoctrrs, i
Oitv 11 all 1'ahx. Nkw Yolk, June 24, 1675 )

To TUK UONOIIABLK the Uoakii or A ldk tturx
Ocxtlkhkn.He herewith transmit * report made br

Commissioner tlowe (to whom the nuttier was rotcrreil',
in compliance with « resolution pass. <1 by your honor-
able hotly oil Mureh 26, 1875. lie spec: tlully.

JOIt.N J. 3VE81 RaY, i lomnitasioners of
JUIi.N tVllRELKM, ( Aecouu s.

Ornrx <>r tiu CoaMissiONms or AccoitMis, i
!fo. 32 CluaiiAits STK.VKT. At* Yokk, June 23. 18i'5. I

To rni Consissionkha or Accountb;.
Uentlemkn .I'pou the 15th day of March, 11*76, the lol-

lowing resolution was iiu.iiiiuinuslv adopted by the
Hoar ol Aldermen, w hich resolution iiuU relative pre¬
amble are m Hie lollowing terms

55 liurea* it is reported that grave irregularities exist
in the manner ol keeping the accounts in the Rcpart-
uietit ol i'ulihc I' iriie, nun. in consequence of such irreg-
ii a .lues, by which it is alleged, appropriations lor
specific purposes nave lieen used lor oilier purposes
without aut.ioritv, the department, has louud it. neces¬
sary to curtail the working force in the Uiireuu ol on-
struclion, and neurit hall ot the workmen employed
tlier in were yesteriluy dismissed irotn the employ meet
ol >lie comuil-Moii; to' it therefore
"Resolved, Hun the i oiniiii-siuners of Aecounts be and

they aro hereby directed 10 Investigate the books ami
accounts oi the llepuriinenl ol Public Parks, paying par-
ticulur itiiniillon to the uses nt and expenditures under
the appropriation lor construclioii account and the ae-
counls ol inaint"nsnce an i government, and report the
n suit ot their examination to this board at the earliest
pon-iM') time, end tne C.uunilitee ol i-inauce, now or
lately engaged in an exsunu illoti ol a like cliaracier, he
requested to ct> operate Willi Hie Commissioners of Ac-
counts in such investigation "

1 lie examination lias been a protracted one, owing
principally in the uifllcultv experienced In tracing some
ol the mailers which were not explicitly staled in the en¬
tries in ihe Irions ol the department.

'as io xai.ntcn an< k anu constiicction ACCOUNTS,
the moneys appropriated lor inainienancc lalsod by
iHxauon and lor construe lion purposes are the moneys
whlcu nave been raised Irom tile sale of Points specially
authorized by successive actsol the legislature.

It a.pears troni the homes ot tho department that Irom
Jmiunry I, lSi'.l, to January I, 1875, a period ol two years,
no account, such as an impropriation account, tins Peru
kapi in the books, showing the aim, nits spec,lie,illy set
nptri tor any particular purpose: lior have accounts
Peru kept ol the amount available lor the completion ot
works of construe lion, the moneys tor winch were to be
derived irom the sale in bonds. The absence ol tills ac¬
count is " delect winch makes a complete exhibit of the
slate ol altairs in tile hoolts impossible.

from January 1. 18/t. to Mar I, i673. the Commission¬
ers, through llie Treasurer. K. H". 55 hut nuorc. disbursed
all moneys ol tlir department, receiving the amounts in
large sums from tin- Comptroller, upon requisitions
mado by the Commissioners of I'arxs.

I hey also received cer.ain other moneys from the sev¬
eral towns ol Hesi rarms, lookers, kingidirt.lgc, Ac.,
being a portion ol a proportionate amount these towns
were to pay for certain improvements in that territory.
During lhi.4 period.January 1 to May I, 1873.they re¬
ceived trom Comptroller urern $180,000 on aecnuiit of
iiiuinp'tiau; e ami government ol parks and Pisces, ot
winch sum only $122,916 Pi was expettded on mainten¬
ance account, Iney also received Irom same source
$239,000 on account of construction, which amount was
eiiureli expended, together with ttte balance ot the
maintenance uioiirr and such other sums as are set fortn
in ihe lollowing schedule, showing receipts and disburse¬
ments during tins it-rind :

TOTAL CASH RECEH-TS EBOM JXNVARV TO MAT, 1873.
iialauce in Pail $32,563 16
Received Irom Comptroller tor mnhitensiico.. IbU.iM) OJ
Received irimi Comptroller lor construction... 330,0j0 00
Received fioui Macoino's Pun bridge 17,090 00
Received troin 5Vest Karma 11,614 SO
Reeeivcu Irom Yoitkers 7.041 .10
Received trom Kuatchester j,2 JJ
Received trom licenses 4,678 19

Total 9461.363 01
rAVSIEJtTS.

Maintenance $127,529 42
5V est 1 arms 7,219 21
Y otikers 1 946 08
Macomb's Ham bridge 6,254 21
KiPgsbridge 143 50
r orduuui bridge 781 38
on siiioiint erroneously charged twice 1.027 .0
Amount paid to Cnainheriaiu . 1,492 73
l asli ill lotus. AC/. 7,4.<4 90
Paul tor construction wltn money act apart lor
maintenance 43,283 69

Pnto on account ot construction out ot tt'est
Partus, Ti nners Ac., moneys 26,264 38

Ainouiil paid on accuunt ot constructtou luud
proper 241,311 01

Total $464,368 01
on May i, 487$, the system in the ileDartineut was

changed uv the cltartcr ot 1873, and all payments were
made by tin- Comptroller, witli the exccp.iou that the
department claimed and exercised ihe rigu. to disburse
moneys received irom ihe several towns heretofore re-
terieu to. >o change was made in the system ot ac¬
counts, and no discovery si, apparently made that they
nad misapplied ihe muds spectilcally set apart tor main¬
tenance un,ii the i7ilt oi tictaber. 1873.

L po i this discovery ins President, under advics trom
tb comptroller, rep rted to tne nouru that, as the ap¬propriation tor maintenance was nearly exhaust
ttiey inui-; purchase supplies uiiKtrrsiely, and, if neces-
sary. nave ih<- bills mane payable in 18<<, ,s as to came
out ot the appropriation tor that year.

i his plan, nowu >cr, was not adhere J to, but at a meet¬
ing ot the Commissioners, held October 27, 1*73 on mo-
:ion ol Couiiiiissioiisr Williamson, tne lollowing pre¬
amble and rcsenu.loll were adopted:.
"w nereas tne n ilowing expeniiitiiras during the year

Is73tiave been t-narged to maiulenauce ot parks and
Places, wihcIi migut properly nava neon charged to the
cousiriicuon and Improvriueiit ot narks and places, to
wit :.

'. he sum ol $9,359 38. which was expended for the
propagauug dco.tri.net,i. and which has been en.nged
in nisin.cuaii, e In cousequence ol the limit created by
resolution ot the board. .<oreuibcr 2n, 1872.
"The sum ol bl.oAl, w,lien was expended lor the con¬

struclioii oi tin ia* system oi waixs aim scats on the
Man sml en*igt d to iiiaimeriauce. In pursuance ol a

resolution ol .ue board ol 2i>tu «i stay, lsi.4: tlierrtore,
"Resolved, that ilie book keeper Is tiereoy uirecle.l to

transier upon me laioksol ilns department the sal t sev¬
eral suius. amounting lu tne aggretan to $i J.-3J 88,
I iim the denil oi llie inuinti usbce account lo thr .elm
ol las construction account: and. in order mat ihe
books may agree wpti those ut the f inance li -parttneui,
tii* secretary is nereny uireclea to ccrt.iy lo Use < oinp-
nolier upon the payrolls tor the icinaiuier oi me vcar
an amount eqaui io said auioun' <u *lu,.i59 -8 aa con-
suuc.ou out ol llie laaiulcuauue acouiuita"

¦ lie derailment had made ihe error nt using msiuten-
snee niouev ior construction purposes, and ibey under-
long p. correct ii by clikrgiiif cuuaiructloii payrolls to
niainp n in-¦- account hi eomullance « un tun resolution
llie bookkeeper lueds su li an entry a- it uii.h"riA"d Iiiiu
lo do. and .ii... entry unoer lbs resolution \ i. lualiy added
llie ooiii ol $10.Tub 88 to luaini- nance accoiiiil Tne
niHlu.eaauce moneys hail lieen already reduced br (he
aruuii ul ill dei nr.nient during ihe uret lour uiouiiis
ol le<3. Isv using pari ot it tor construction purposes.

the l .uimissioin rs, however, Only ceriltb ii. in pursu¬
ance ol tlie xlxjve resolhuou, to liiree osyrwlls. amount¬
ing to $7.8-1 n. ana on He. ember-id. l8*3,ilie booaxe,.p.;r
makes a Closing entry 111 mauitruanct ol ( emrsl Park
woereby tie ensrges tnat account with 443...M eg, beutg
jusi lue amount ol moneys um-applird out 01 milium-
ance accimul ior eoustruciion purposes

i lie cvalastoa created t,y this irregu.ar svsteiu *1 con¬
ducting llie adsir* ut th i>epar:iu-ul renders It impos¬
sible lo accurately ne ermine irrnn its aecounts lis true
pwaltAuR. 1 nun that lite bills and purchase* made 111
i o- latter par <.! 187$, i»y Hie SepartMBt, w*r* fslM
10 lis in cXei'ss ot tne su.ouiit ot aiqiroprialions ior tuat
year, and sum 01 Iheiu ns were iransiniued lo the
finance Hcparimcnt a- appllecolc to l.iji were re-

tgjpeil 10 tne iicpariineiit 01 l'«rk«, and at this nine re¬
main unp.il l loan amount slightly exceeding |o iRI.
1. is is Bui 111 a. *rilauco with section 69 ol the charter,
which provides tnat ' nj expense sh* I ne incurred by
any 01 the arpartnieiito. tcards or nttlcers thereof,
unless an anproprlailou shad nave been previously
inane cov*rnix sikIi expense."

aa 10 coa>Tacc-rio.v acinic nt.
Ult the 1st Ol Mai 1873, when the finance department

cotnnieiioed pat log the accounts ot this department,
tnere was Uieu n ma.mug in tne hands ul 'he Comptrol¬
ler un unexpended balance 01 tb7i».snu». soplieable in *on-
structioa. 1 ne i.egisi iture ot 1873 autauri/dd the issue
ot Ponds to ihe extent ol gl.WAt.iAM lor lliis jiurpo.se, and
the Regtsljiurn ot i8<4 appropriated »23..!*»» more, inak-
king thu total ainouiil a»suable tor construction, down
10 l6« present date. $1.320list ilns account has also
l.-en exnsnsied. aa* on the ltd oi March, .875, it was
discovered that, in consequence ot an error ot the book¬
keeper. the oalsti e ot tbia account Was $/o,i»n lessltian
h" lis t lierh representing lu me lUsrd. sn thereupon
an works In process id completion pay able troui this *c-
r.itint were stopped, and all emp »T, « thus engaged
were susprndeq or disc largeo L pun lilts second dis¬
covery tne old bookkeeper, who had been discharged 111
June. 13/4. was called upon to examine the aecounts,
mid witu ihe present bookkeeper prepared a report 10
the commissioners. It appears from this report ihai
Ihe rrco.d book which it wa-claimed was ordered to
be kept bj the Kinanee Hepartmeni was not correct,
ami even 11 tt had been woinU not rcbreseat the sltairs
01 the departmeut correctly, and ihi, .ilso through ibe
iacnrrPctiiess oi this book this dilticultv lias arn-en.

1 his radical deiecl in the system ot accounts is tuily
admitted in me ingiiage ot the report, imsbo-k was
li, nowise a book ol record, was not made up from any
tlgures obtained Irom tne general books, and Is anotiier
evidence tnat til' accounta in Use bp tba Couiruiss.oners
is .1 mere record "l transactions, out is not kep; on any
*o:xeci or coinprehensive svsi-m so thai a hslince
drawn irom 11 wh! snow a true exutbit of the stfalrs of
trie department, and thai the aecnints are susceptible ol
a radical change tor a better < 011.1 Oct nt Its buaiiirsn.
In June. 1874 a new bookkeeper took charge of the

books, and at the rios* 01 1874 made u<> balance sheet tor
I seer inle-r or lor the vcar, as lie claims tnal all the ac-
on n( s ns la need slid It was unnecessary, while the
ts.ok* of ihe department show that tnerr are a number
ot unbalanced accounts dating nack to 1871 still open,
and Having del.it or credit baianees in some cases 10 a

large amount.
1 SSTRCCTION account, usv, I87A

Atnonnt available Mav I. In7J $70,001 CO
la>i'lsiature 1 1 1873. appropriated l.lksi.WI.u

legislature ot 1x74, appropriated 2.Vi.0im up

total -$1.32u.it>' oj
hills s«-Bt to t omptroller.

In1873- 527 888 92
III $AI. I#4 9.1

April-*', 18715 52.154 09
ireusurer s orders tor supplies 2,044 isi

Contracts unsettled and on wmeh p.ivtnenta
ure to be made.

WII8O.1 A Iinghes .-stone C-ompsny 6 2H 79
1 rii v5. Rolnii s 2.(51 Ul)
3 rue W. Pol.ins Iti.l.Ktti
.tlorau A Armstrong t e; i«)
John ItoTsn 7,irm tat
.1 11. I norhl' Ill 141
J. J eriilliii rer 2.4 H.OO
1 nomas Rarrv 4 .'V, nu
K, liter A I rrktns a,8 12
Jai.es A Kirnalid 2.15,14)

4W(MD I
Wilson A lliignes, to e.iiHplnir ouniract 3,976 14)
ihe departin-lil will have to expend oh
tt.-se contra :s.department proportion.. 2.<*W 0)

True w l.,vxi tst
Mc,ran k Arnistroiig tjtjtm|
Intnl.. $9 475 00

Urand total $1,330,513 :»t
Kaiimated ailiount ot excess I"..51.3 90

Thir't-1 lit (Iter 319, laws of lAM, annexed Vnnlisltiiu
squire to the central earn nnd n.ad* it the duty or die
' 0111111 issq.iiors sf the Central Par. to lay out. grade,
reamsle. drain and improve said square and connect It
w-nli lis- 1 rural I'srs B» chapter 291. Laws 01 1871, ihe
i o.urn s«ion -rs of ih Department <d larks were aut'ior-
ia>dlotre' t two buildings on Manhattan square, to h*

caned the Metropolitan MtiMiim of Art and the Araerl.
can Museum of Natural History, and In the same law it
was provided ihat a lund or atoox ihuald l>« created. the
annual intereat ot woich should not exceed *33,000on
earn building.
uu ma, 10/1, the Department ot 1'ark*. at a meeting

held that day, alopteu the following:.
"Heaoiveu, nat Manila nan equate bo forthwith gradedand prepared tor trie erection thereon ol the buildings

authorized by law to he erected by this department tor
the i>ur oaea ol the Museum ot .Natural History, and aleo
tor the Metropolitan Museum ot art."
My chapter 738. Law* ol 1373. the Metropolitan Museum

ol Art was authorize i to be erected ill Central I'urK, and
l» now in process ot erection at atreet and Kilt It
avenue. The American Mu-euai ot Natural History U
being erected on Manhattan square, at ; eveuly-seventn
street and Mghth avenue.

the statute oi 1871. authorizing the issue ot a public
lunil or stock (which wasto be designated us the Museum
ot art and Natural HUtor.v stock! provided tost such
lund or stock was lor the purposes simply ol construct¬
ing. erecting and maintaining such bulldluits. Tue
moneys to be expended tor the put poses ot regulating,
grading and drainage. Ac., ot Nianhaliaii square, or such
places as the department might designate, lor thu erec¬
tion ol these buildings, were 10 be derived trotn the issue
ot a public luuil or stock, authorized to be issued by
successive acts of mc Legislature, and such moneys so
expended are charged 011 the bouxi ot the department to
geucrul construction uccouur,
on April 18, le74, tlie ouesilon of making an examina¬

tion as to the amounts of moneys expended on these tw o
buildings was referred to the i'residenl (Mr. Bieboina)
and the Treasurer (Mr. Williamson) to report, and on
October 2, 1874, these geniieinen made a report to tho
Mourd at some length, giving a staiciiicnl lu detail ol ull
moneys already expended, and an estimated amount
due 011 alt contracts pending. On November 0, 18/1, at a

meeting ot the Moard the lollowing resolutions were
adopted

"iiesoived, That a sinloment of the facta contained in
said report relative to ihc erroneous charges made
against tlie lund tor the cousirucllou, creciiou uui
inuliuenauce ot tie building lor a Museum ot natural
History be transmitted 10 the Comptroller ol the city ot
New lork, and mat he he and is erchv respectfully re¬

quested 10 transler on the nooks of the Finance nepart-
uiKitt Hie sum 01 $38,103 52. erroneously charged 10 that
lund, to the lund provided by chapuir 646, Laws n! 1871,
lor the coiisiiuclioii and improvemciit of the public
parka, squares ami places."
"liesolved, (hat the said sum of $38,101 32 bo and the

aame is hereby directed m be reserved out 01 the mod
provided by said chapter 0*6, l aws of I87i. to reimburse
said lund lor the construction, erection and mainten¬
ance ol said building lor a Museum of Natural History."

Vt iiatrvcr prrtcx. muv be made as to the recomnien-
nations contained 111 .nose resolutions, as spread upon
the minutes ot me Hoard, the simple signilleauon 01 tho
same was that the Hepurinieut ot I'args had expen ed
out ol the moneys specially set spurt bv the statute of
LS71 lor she purpose ol erection, construction and main-
teiianceol lliis building, an amount cxcceuiu. *38,d.u,and
thereby reduced t ie amount available lor ilisi purpose,
and expended the uiourys upon woras ol e,instruction
outside Hie building proper, and which expendi¬
tures should nave been provided for out 01 tho
proceeds ol bonds i-sued for ihe purpose 01 gen¬
eral construction. An amount exceeding *10,000 lias
a .so been spent 011 works adioining tile Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and charged lo ihe lund authorized only
for 111c purposes 01 1 lie election ol that bunding, w hich
should have liceu ehurged up against the tuna author¬
ized to Pc issued lor general construction, as lierelotoro
explained thus th«> Depurtmeut 01 1'arks have misap¬
plied money* authorized only lor the purposes 01 erec¬
tion, construction and maintenance ot tltcse two build
tugs, to an amount exceeding »I8,PU) in addition 10
other moneys misapplied, and which have been already
referred to, a portion of the $36,106 ti was expendid m
excavaiious for tho louiidalioiis ol tho Museum ot Natii-
ral Hiatiry. and was properly charged against the lund
lor its erccilon, ami the remainder of ll was expended
111 construction work on Ilia square, nnd sluiuiu huvo
born charged against the construetum moneys; but itie
accounts were not sept separate, nor can mere now bo
a discrimination made without grout tabor and uncer¬
tainty 01 result.

18 RF.I.ATIO.N TO Sl'PrLIKS.
r-ecUou 21. chapter 335, Laws ol 1873, provides that

"Whenever any work is ncccssarv 10 he doue u> com¬
plete or perfect it particular iob, or ituy supply is
needed for any particular purpose, which work or Job
is to lie iindcrtaKcn, or supply lurnirbed lor the Corpo¬
ration, and mc several parts 01 the said work or supply
snali together involve the expenditure 01 more lliau
*1,1*10. tlie same shall be doue by contract * * . un¬
less otherwise ordered by u vuto «i Hire, -lourths 01 the
mem,,era elected to the Common Council. . * . Ibis
prov si.,11 ol law lias been evailed ny the Commission¬
ers the bills lor which vvcro rendered for an amount
witblu the prohibitions and restrictions of the Charter,
hut were continual und successive purchas s of the
same patties, lor Ihc same purposes, unit Ihe several
purls ol which together involved ihe expenditure ol
more than *1.000. 1 he prominent lnslunce ol tills Is
that on me 12tu uav ol January, 1874, the ¦ ominission-
crs. at a meeting held that d r: adopted ihe loliuwiug,
ihe halrman ot the hxecutirc Coin 111 Itlee presented a

report ol me proceedings of that c mmltlee, recom¬
mending that ihe following action be taken by the
hoard, viz. :.

"ilia; tne ten brick urinals now In Central Park be re-
placed by structures lor a similar purpose made of Iron,
01 the most approv e 1 plan, and that iliey be of u size
sutticleiit to accommodate six person*." .Adopted.

This report by the txecutive 1 omin'tiee was in con-
sequence, first, of a report having been made hv the
landscape architect recommending a change 01 urinals,
and. second. 10 arise from an application made by M.
Huckaraek, patentee ot u certain iron urinal, lor uu ,,r-
Uer lor 111 niaiiulacture. and, upon his application being
received it «n rclerred t,. the hxccufive 1 ouiiuitlee.
who m» .e the above report. 10 evade tlie prolilbitious
and resit'ciions ol the charter above rnerreu to these
urinals were ordered separately one alter another, .md
tne department have now received eight, at a cost ot
*l.twu each, being exclusive of the cost of building
inundations which cos's about *4"U additional lor each
urinal. lie nature of mi* work made it particularly
proper that it should lie done by contract, mm the price
determined by competition.

Ihc department also purchased considerable quan¬
tities of nillng. Ac.. on successive order* given by the
11 eu.urcr 10 same panics as follows
March 27, lo74.J. D, iracv. IXJUyard* ot filling, at
$1 per yard $000 CO

April 13. 18/1.I. l». Tracy, 200 yards of lining, at
*1 oer yard 9J0 CO

May 2y. 1874.J D. 1 racy. 1,IH0 yards tilling ut
'jo cents per yard WOO

December », 1873.James nloucry, 35J loads of
simic at $1 per load 250 09

December 22, i873.Jame* Mattery, 250 loads of
stone, at $i pefloa l.... 95100j

January 13, 1«74.Jauics Mattery, 230 Joints ol
¦tone, at »l p -r load 930 00

January 21. .874..lames .-lattery. U5i loads of
stone, at *1 per load 951 00

January 31. lo74.Jame* Mattery, uO load* ot
stone, at *1 per load 25t 00

February 5, 1874.James Mattery, 950 Joads of
atoue. at *t p-r load 25f 00

fcbi'uary 18, 1874..Jauies Mattery, 9oJ loads of
alone, at $1 per load 950 01 1

Total $V,35U (X)
AS TO SALAUIXS AMJ Dl TIE I

It Is claimed by ifio iii-pariuif nr.: Parks.»n<l In this
claim the i omptroher kiii Corpora nou counsel evi¬
dently roiicur.that we salaries ui the Preaiueut and all
their clerkaattd the rent ot int-ir o dices uiuti be erovn.rrt
lor i' ir:i.«ily out o: the construction money, the pro¬
ceed* ol bonus and elao out ol In - amount ret apart or
tae hoard of Eattinat* aud apportion nielli a* applicable
10 salaries out nl iiimiiirnaiur wnicu 1- rais- iroin
taxation.

no- i.oaril ot 1 stlmatc anil Apportlonmant, la revi«insr
the ou U i on Juni' 2e, 1874. designated Ihu aiiiouni of'
$430.0*1 in "applicable to the maintenance tiud govern-
ment ulnars* and placna, an.l including tnu *um of
. to im.1 no toe keening, preservation and exhibition* of
iti«- enllection in Hie Amaru in Mu*cutaoi Natural His¬
tory aa-i We Metropolitan Museum ol Art, aud incluJ-
iiik the salaries ol tin- resident, < n r.- officers wrnl cm-
pioyiM otner than linemen in laborer* "

>oinnh*iandmg tin* reatrtctioii ol the Hoard of letl-
inaie aud Apportionment, win n w t- concurred in In
all tie im-mlier*. including the i unpiroder, both in :bl*
meeting, abov. referred in. and - mm iiirriing in-.i
liecenite r 44, 1*74. to make Ul> the I udgrt lor W.v, iu
which there was a similar restriction, tnc Department
ol Parks liui continued down III March 2a. i-7.°>. when it
wai aacertalnea itie eoii-lructioit mint was exhau led,
topsj lie salaries oi the .resident clera* and other
ortit era * tin ieil amount charged un .igsin -t both Huns,
11 being an ini tt.- tnat iht* division i* an arbitrary one,
hat neiiher the duties nor the pay ol tiu ee officer*
can be apportioned wtui pteeiaioii lietweeu maintenance
and ioii-.li notion anil tliat the*- matter* ure regulated
a* near a* pouthie aa u and iruttntenance
by the a ol work in progresa at Uo- ume.
8"'don lis oi the chartar, cnapter .11, lawi of 187.1,

provide« thai to* animal *.narte* to be paid to gersoo*
Herein named atmil lie aa lotlowa, ant -iii-h salaries -nail
be in lull lor all service* rendered by theiu to the city or
cuuniv in any capacity whatever,*' . . « "io the
I'rrsiijeni of the liepartim nl 01 fara*, Jtl.'iUO, to Uie
omini-einiier* of Paras, omer than the (-resident, noth¬

ing." '

mi the'.Hth of Ausuat. 1871, 1>. B. Williamson. one of
the iyomini*aioiier*. waaeleeted >fM*nrerol the Bvaro,
ami on nclooer 24, 1875, ai a meeting id the aoard, n
raeolntion aanoffern.i nod adopted ihat the "treasurer'*
*al«r\ oe fixed at the mm ol 44,il)o per nuaum, Iht ume
to he paid to Mid i reaiurer trout th date oi m* appoint¬
ment."

the Trea*urer. In accordance with tlil* resolution,
drew- hi* Mlary lor Itepiember, October, Noremoer aim
Jiei-enioer, i*7a, in violation ol the provtaiona ot the law
above referred to. Ala men dug ol ihe I'liuimlwioiicra,
held w-i earner 3d 1*71. the loliowlng I*entered upon toe
miniitetloniiiiuinratloii tr.on the ireaaurer -tatitig
mat in view ot the lact tliat the Am.ex ilion ant will hi i-

terialiy lessen thadauoa ol the Treasurer ot tin* depart¬
ment alter the i-t Mat oi January, ISii. he waive* ail
naim ait r that datt to a aaiary a* Mich ireaaurer under
existing lav* *."

Mr. Hissmger moved that *.itd communicatton be ac¬
cepted and entered upon llie minute*. Adopted-
At a meeting held ilay 2i. ls/4. the President moved

that tnv ealary ot the <ria*nrer be nxea a the glim of
$4.uuu per annum, to comin-me from anl alter June I,
1874, whteli resolution waadeclared in the aJXBtauve
bf tbe vote of three of tbe i out nil*"toilers, the ireaa¬
urer. a* one ol tue three voting tor me resolution, the
pav roll* lor .I one and July had the irea-urer* name
and amount o: money Inserted: but il waa apparent.v
erased, a.ol no payinnm was made-
un Hie pth oi July, i*7t. the i reasarer, in a long com-

OlumcaiioB lo Ills* Hoard, and spread up -u the minutes,
waived his elalm lor saury, ailmlttins thai il wa* a
question open obiecl.on as lo in* ruhl to take il.

I he department ha* a bureau presided over hy an
ofll er cahed a disbursing dork. who also has tnree
clerks and two mew..inter* in ids ;. psrtincut wboaa
uniieil salaries eost fln.iyo |wr annum. hat officer
superintends the maMng up ol ad pavrolla tnaoe up
Irom lime b< nit presented daily hy tlie toreiueti, in¬
cluding officers, clerka and ah employes, wlie,her la¬
borers or police, ami c-rilrie. to the onimlsalouer* the
correctness ol th* rolla There is, apparently, no chick
mi tin* hun-un, under the «v* em now adopted, to pre-
veni any overatetine ol time by the *eeeral lorenc n of
laliorara on the payrolls, a* rendered D.v the iiisbursiii'
clerk.

ihe disbursing elert inlorms m- that he has given
bond* tor ttie Islthfel performance ol Uie duty to (he
ComintaaiDner*. hat Bo snch bond i* on tile in the de.
par- men! that I can learn upon inquiry at the central
i.ffi e bnt I tied a bond waa given i tin- tirat hoard of
Coinm a*loner* ot Ue Department ot forks on February
I. 1871, which is nov nu-d with the Comptroller, and Is
of no legal force or vai.iliir.
section 22, chapter IAS. Law*of 1871. provides that "All

payment* by or on behali oi tbe orporation -hnllne
made tbroairh the »roper .li«hur*ing ortb-er oi the in-
parinient ol Unance on vouchers lo he the l in said de¬
partment hv iiiea11¦ ot w arrant* drawn on tne hamher-
lain hy the omptroller and coanterakttwd by the
Mayor. The dt«l>ur*lnv eierk ot the I >e partmerit of
Parks receives the money lor tbe police and labor pay¬
rolls in hulk iron the msnee Uepartqient, and iils-
lair*"* it to ti e several employ e» ot ihe iiepartinent. and
It not in any msn ier an employe ot me iiepartmriit of
Unance. ills disfursements »ne past, yoar exceeded
fJOIIMI.
In compliance with eectlon 16 of th charter ot 187.1 I

have made an i sAmlnnlton inio the duties at the >ei ei al
emplovi * ot ilie m psrtinent. and would respeettully aug-
ge*i the'the clerical torce ol tin depsrtinent could lie
materially redu ed without in any way impairing the
efficiency nl tbe departments Respectfully submitted,

LIBli.SAY I. lll'lth. I oinuiissloiwr of Ai:e<q|iita.

CXJMITItOLLEH (HtEENS AXE AT
WbBK.

Ten clerk* of the Bureau for the Collection of
Taxed were yesterday removed. Their namea
areTtioisaa a. Kedden, Jatnea Langdon, lien-
nla N. Hart, A. B. Caldwell, M. ft. Nilieston,
John Brnllof, Kraucld Linen, Thomaa C. Lubi,
Josepti B. Harriott and M. B. Mason. It is under-
.mod tliat dnlnr-s fn the business of the depart*
uieut hai csuacd inc remoyal of these clerka.

Sons assort, bowsrsr, that political considera¬
tions are at the bort-ra of me trouble. The sala¬
ries oi the decapitated ranged liotn $1,000 is
$1,600 per year.

BOARD OF APPORTIONMENT.

THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE APPROPRIATION.UN¬
EXPENDED BALANCES OF THE DEP^tTVlENTB.
CLAIMS AGAINST THE OLD PARK COMMISSION.
Tne Board of Apportionment met at the Mayor's

office yesterday, Comptroller Green, Mayor Wick-
bam, Alderman Lewis and Tax-Commlssionei
vvneeler being present. A communication w«i

received irom the Brooklyn Bridge Commission-
ers asking lor the appropriation o( $1,000,000 from
New York, in accordance with the law, which
was laid over.
comptroller Green ottered a resolution asking

that ho be empowered to notify the heads of de¬

partments and all offlccrs of Institutions entitled
to moneys irom the city to sena in their estl-
mates lor 1876 by the 1st of September next. The
resolution was adopted.
l'ower was given the Comptroller to issue

bonds to the amount of $5,ouo to pay some small
Judgments lately given against the city.
A resolution, ottered by comptroller Green, to

transfer $60,000 irom the unexpended balances ol
the Board ol Education for 1874 to the general
lund, was adopted.
The Comptroller called attention to the law

which pronlbus departments from expanding any
more moneys than are appropriated to then by
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. Ia
connection with this subject be produced a

lengthy document, citing some 115 claims against
tne 1'ark Department which had been certifled to

by Air. Salem H. Wales, President of too Commis¬
sion m 1873. lie also called attention to a letter
from Mr. WAles sent at that time, asking for a
transier of moneys to the department. Some four
or live oi these claims had uireaay passed Into
suns. Not a dollar was in the treasury to meet
hiicii demands. Charges hud neen made against
Inm (the i onipiioner) of creating judgments
against the city, lie could do notumg wiirt these
claims unless tne Board msse some appropriation
lor tiiem. They should not have been contracted
In excess ol the appropriation.

MAYOR W It A11 A>1 SIOGBSTBD
that the matter tie retcrred to the l'ark Commis¬
sioners lor an explanation. Alderman Lewis re¬
marked tic was aootit to make a similar motion.
Comptroller Green .1 ttmiK ull explanation city

be given by tne gentleman who was tne President
ol the Purs Commission.
Mayor Wickuain.Tho other Commissioner!

may probably wish to lake part 01 the responsi¬
bility.
comptroller Green.Don't you wane any expl*

nation from Wales!*
J he matter tnen took the course suggested by

the Alayor.
The matter of fixing tne salaries of Commission,

ers ol the Third Judicial District Court House was
then taken up. Considerable debate ensued as ta
tne exact powers oi the Board in the premises. A
resolution was ltualiy passed giving the President
oi tne Commission $3,600 and his colleagues $3,000
each per annum.
A communication was received from the Board

of Police asking lor an appropriation of $10,000 to
defray the expenses of two scows to bs placed in
tne harbor ior reception o: asnes and other reiuse
irom passing steamboats, in accordance with tae
act passed by the lust Legislature. Laid over.

COMPTROLLER GREEN CALLED CP
the resolution trausisrring an unexpended bal¬
ance ot 1S74, of $150,000, lroiu trie Police Depart¬
ment to tho general fund. Police Commissioner
Voorhis was present and stated that iuuds were
requisite to estaolisb two additional station
housos. Alter some discussion the amount to be
transferred was set down at $ loo, 0 >0 instead of
$150,000.
Tne lollowlng (as appears In a statement sub¬

mitted to the Board) is a list ot tne unexpended
balances for 1874. in the different city depart¬
ments, in tne hands of tho Comptroller:.
Public Works, April 8 $41,238 45
Common t ouncll, April 3 60,111 16
llc-ultli Depurtin-nt, Aortitis ... 5,113 26
I'liaritii-s und Correction, April 17 lo.i.oil 34
Hoard ot Education, April 28 130,010 ID
'luxe- and Asses-ineutH. April 24 4.022 04
Police i'epurtin nr. April 23 30J,0oU 04
Fire Department. May 3 93,,i2 34

WILLIAM. M. TWEED.

HQW HE LOOKS.PERCEPTIBLE CHAXOES Ilf IX14

TIOUQS.SCENES IX THE JAIL.
To those familiar with trie celebrated "Boss" in

the palmy days of his power the present sickly
and emaciated condition of 'J weed presents a

strong und most pitiful contrast. What a stranze
picture tne criminal in Ludlow street Jail
presented vesterdav to tne picture ol the Ameri¬
cas King at Greenwich A door, carelessly left
open, irave the writer, while wanderluir yester¬
day alunir the hall m tne jail, a pausing glance at
the dethroned politician. Tne apartments re¬
served lor nim were targe, commodious and vary
comfortable, hut still, nt ios same lime, not
luxurious. They have preity much the same con¬
trast to his looms at home as his cell at Black-
well's Island bears to his preseut abid¬
ing place. When ihe writer observed htoi
he was reclining upon a lounge, lying
there, apparently, not through any disposition
to oe .*iaay" or lodiflcrent, but because he needed
reet and because his frame was to; weak to per¬
mit Mm to occupy a chair. His confinement as
toe island has very greatly reduced him la flesh
ami has wrought marked changes in bis featuresi
Indeed, should he be released to-day, it is safe u

say ihat he could pans at least one-third of thost
wno knew htm of old witoout recognition. Hi
is pile and thin and haggard. Ills imprison
meat has reduced htm elghiy-Uve pounds Is
weight. The rlclt color that used to suiTuso his
cheeks has entirely disappeared and leit in its

ptMt a whiteness line that of alabaster. Wheo
ne stretched out bis hand a nervous tremor was
very noticeable, and wuen lie left tae lounge ti
w.i.k to any other part oi the room
his step was wavering, shake and»» un¬
steady. He is at present xuirertng from
an attack oi diabetes. The disease who
him Is not ephemeral. but mr uic. 11: has been
u victim to it lor uiany months, ami hence tne
uia.au> is making fearful inroad.-, upon his system,
ity reason oi this affliction ids physician, wno
calls upon him tares times regularly every day,
has given trie most imperative oders thu' no one
siiail be permitted t -ee htm. Tins strict decree,
in tne handwriting ot rits ptirmcian. excludes not
only Ida warmest political friends, but also his
nearest aud dearest relatives. The VVaruea ot
Ludlow Street Jail inform? i the Ueuai.o reporter
yesterday lust oi the hundreds of politicians wno
had within the la-i forty-eight hours sonant an
interview with tne "ex-lioss" not one of then
had secured it. tne physician, the lawyer and
his sou. Richard Tweed, are the only per¬
sons that hare been permitted to enter nia
spirtmen s. Mr. Tweed had written upon the
same delicate and monogram note paper so
lanniiar to loose knowing htm in lormer days a
letter as loliows:.
Mr. Waaors.Ton will pleas- state to all visitors who

d--ire to see me that, by edvloe ot my physician, and
owing to my own buddy w aknes*. 1 am prevented imm
graining them an audience.
Mr. Tweed lives upon-tne simplest possible fare.

Mr. Tweed's connset stated again yesterday thai
tney arc fully continent that the unit of $:i,oi>o,uoo.
In default of which t weed is at preseut held, will
be greatly reduced, and tnar befora the eud ot the
week the -Boss" win be at Urge again.

MUSIC IN TILE PARK.

Nrw York, June 23, 1875.
To tqi Eoitoh or the Herald:.

Wilt you pleuse lniorra me, through the medlutt
of your paper, when music in Central Park will b«
resumed r Brooklynites have had muslo in Pros¬
pect Park for some time, and why should we be
deprived of It 7 Respectfully,

A CONSTANT READER.

MUSIC AT PROSPECT PARK.
The firth concert lor 187ft will take place te-

morrow, from fonr to six P. M., by the Twenty-
third Regiment Bind; L. Conterno, leader.

rsur t.
1. Pest March. '-Dm lanulmuser" W'arne»
z. 'inaiKi, I.- Chant du Relour'' kuc.san
X .ivi-rflir-. "I.s Kills du Regiment" DoBixstil
«. Wat z ">ew Vienna" -trausi
6 Sehitioa, -Knn»t" (loiinod
t .March, ' -rotfh Melodies" Arranged i»y I- Conierns

i-ast it .
7. overture, "ProflMthenx" Beethoven
% Song, Kruliltnga Krwachen" .Bach
9. Faiii.nU, coin lor Eyiophrm 1 cruet

Merr William erner.
10. rteena I'd Aria, 'xttila" a Verdi
It. Malts. 'Mizeu rsn/e" liutigl
12 i,atop, "Saison tie Whbelmebad" SUsuri

National Airs.
Kxtra open cars wui lie run on Flatbush avenue

line iruin tne (,'i'y llail to tho Turk every Batardsy
and Bunday afternoon during tne aummor season.

NOT A DISORDERLY PLACE.

TO THK EniTOR OF THK HRRAt.I) t.
Inyuur report ol the proceedings before the

Legislative Committee ou Increase of Crime iiy
house No. ft7 Amity street, is referred to ass

disorderly place, wpore music and dancing die
turns the neignnornood and Where disreputable
persons are harbored, inn i wnoiiv rtenv, and
ask for the fullest, investigation on me snoject.

CHpt.itu L. L>(ilfa.
New York, June 27.1871


